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..Welre going to get some tonight" 
Abercrombie 


79 people were arrested and 


many 


sent: to the hospital during 4 hours of 
_ unrepressed police brutality Saturday 
Moe. 


The violence began when pigs 
on Fore and on foot, attacked a 


peaceful demonstration of at least, 
1,500 people in Gastown. Ironically, 
originally — 





Ee ae 
arene. demonstration began around 8:00 
ope m. when groups of people began meet- 
ing on different corners of Maple Tree _ 
Some were there as a response 





to the Yippie's 
others just saw 


call for a smoke-in, 

Something happening 
and joined in. It was a broad cross 
section of people . enjoying themselves 
including transients both unemployed 
and tourist types, long hairs, old 
Gastown residents, sight-seers, and 
shoppers. 

While the Anarchist Drummers 
their drums on one side of the street, 
and demonstrators burned a 10 foot 
" joint ", an anti-drug Salvation Army 


" type band played on the other side, 


and a revivalist preached the evils of 
drugs and alcohol. There was a good 
time for all. 

Some people described the demonstra- 
tion as great fun, others as a bore, 
but all agreed on one point : it was 
peaceful. That is until it was a- 
ttacked by Mounted police and the club 


swinging Tactical Squad. 


-Long before the crowd had grown to 
any Significant size the cops had be- 
gun redirecting traffic around the 
area. At one point two Stanley Park 
busses stopped because of the crowd. 
When the police went in to the crowd 
to make a path for them, the crowd 
parted willingly with no hassel at 


| all. 


By about 10:00 p.m. 


least 1500 people gathered in the 
Square. While a couple of people cli- 
mbed up on the Europe Hotel, a C.Y.C. 


worker overheard Inspector Abercrombie 
talking to one of the soft-hat cops at 
_ the edge of the demonstration. The cop 
asked what was happening, 


crombie replied, 
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control but we're going to get some 
tonight". 
Just after that, the attack began. 
Abercrombie supposedly warned people 
to leave over, a bullhorn, 
those immediately near him even saw 
him, much less heard the warning. 

Then the Tactical Squad, complete 
with helmets and riot sticks marched 
into the crowd behind four 


pigs. The response of the people in 


_the square was first to sit down, and 


then when the horses came charging in, 
T. 


no windows > a no actions, 
by the crowd taken against the police. 
only after the unprovoked at- 
tack that what little resistance there 


| wae began. 
And one could only ich there haa 
been more. You have to ée club 


swinging pigs tear into a peaceful 
crowd busting heads and grabbing who- 
ever just happens to be close, to know 
frustrated anger. .. You have to see 
pigs on horses galloping down side- 
walks, smashing through baby carriages 


to feel that special kind of hate. You 


have to see a pig on a motorcycle pur- 
posely accelerate and run down a kid, 
to wish you had a gun more than any - 
thing else in the world. 

A woman in shorts was dragged by her 


hair half a block through broken glass. 


Another woman was pushed through a 
plate glass window by a pig, and then 
when a guy tried to reach her to help, 
he was chased down the street and into 
a restaurant by a pig on a horse. 


One horse pig was heard to scream, 


“Let's get those long-haired pricks, T 


as he rode full 
club into a crowd. 

A guy who had hidden between two 
cars offered to come out if he would- 
n't be beaten. The two pigs chasing 


speed swinging his 


him agreed. When he came out his hands 


in the air, they started beating him 
with their lupe. smashing him on the 
head till he went down, then kicking 
him in the groin, the kidneys, the 
Stomach. 

Two men walking away from a police 
line were overtaken by a motorcycle 
pig who literally leapt off his bike, 
wrestling one to the ground, punching 
and kicking him, till the rest caught 


up and joined in with their clubs. 





but only — 


mounted 


A the Court House, 





Before. that time, no rocks had been 
thrown, 


a necessary part of the 
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We're Going To Get Some Tonight.” 


Sad 


| It went on for more than four hours, 


horse pigs chasing people into build- 
ings, 
ple through buildings, sweeping up and 
down 


club swinging pigs chasing peo- 


streets smashing whoever got in 
the way of their mindless attacks- 
Some groups of people made their way 


first to Victory Square and through ,, 


to other parts of the city where win- 
dows were broken in retaliation. On 


the whole, the trashing was selective: 


Canadian Forces Recruiting Office, the 
the Hotel Van- 
her deserving | non pomers 
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The rest had to be released for ™ lack 


-of identification ". 


Campbell, Fisk, Abercrombie and the 
bourgeois news media are now trying to 
paint a picture of “possible excessive 


‘use.of violence by individual police." 


But. sathe fact iS, it wasn't individual 
police anymore than the Viet Nam war 
was caused by Lt. William Calley: 

The tactics used by the pigs on Sat- 


—urday night are part of their training 


and preparation. Also part of their 


training is who their friends and ene- 


mies are : their friends - the busi- 
nessmen, the politicians; their ene- 
mies - the poor, the jobless, the 
homeless. 

The brutality was no accident. Its 
job of those 
who enforce the "law and order" of the 


wealthy on those who have nothing, a 
“necessary part of the job of those who 
"control" whatever is strange, threat- 
ening or out of the ordinary to their 


bosses. 


At best E anbeli "Investigation" 


will turn up one or two incidences of 


the unnecessary use of violence by in- 
dividual police, and those police will 
be "disciplined"; i.e. suspended from 
duty for a short period. More than 
likely the investigation will just 
waste thousands of sheets of paper 
laying out how " everybody was at 
fault ” 
Either way, the arms and legs and — 
heads will remain broken. Either way, 
nothing will be done to stop this 
thing from happening again. 
Only the e can do moar. 
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| 79 au a a eae sg 
=- iles Were arrested, but only 54 adults 
-and 3 juveniles were finally charged. 





— 
| At 5:00 p.m. .on Sunday, August 8th, 
a group of approximately 150 people, 
both street people and 
gathered in the Gastown Saloon. This 
meeting and press conference was call- 
ed by the Yippies and held in conjunc- 
tion with the local businessmen and 
merchants of Gastown. Those present, 
both young and old, proceeded to re- 
count the individual tales of horror 
which they had experienced or witness- 
ed during the preceeding nights bloody 
police riot. | | | 

in the aftermath of this planned at- 
tack on the people by the pigs, liter- 
ally hundreds of stories of countless 
brutalities were gathered -- the fol- 
lowing are but a few of these stories 
chosen at random: 


Peter Fox - Local Gastown Merchant 

Mr. Fox was watching what he called 

"a peaceful demonstration!" from the 
quiet of his store when suddenly with- 

_ out announcement, he. saw the police 
attack the crowd both on foot and by 
horseback. Mr. Fox stated that as the 
mounted police tore through the crowd 
they were flailing away with clubs at 
both tourists and demonstrators alike. 
He went on that as people ran into the 
recesses of stores to get out of the 
line of attack, he saw one girl being 
dragged by her hair by 5 police for 
about half a block through the glass 
strewn street and then thrown by her 
hair, arms and legs into a paddy wagon 
He saw other people quietly leaving 
his restaurant and getting prodded 
Mr. 


along and beaten by the police. 








__ THE CASE 





merchants, ` 





FOR THE ~ 





Fox stated that up until he had per- 
sonally witnessed these beatings he 
had always been a. "law and order man" 
and had refused to believe 
stances of police brutality he had 
read about. Mr. Fox 3 
witnessed the systematic attacks and 
beatings by the police, he wept and 
finally realized how the "police appa- 
fatus'' was being used against the peo- 
ple. 


Mrs. Ray Carrell - Housewife in Bur- 
naby. 


Mrs. Carrell stated that she and her 


husband had been shopping in and a- 
round Gastown when. they heard sounds 
of drum beats. and people: clapping in 
the streets. 
the festive event was and walked down 
to Maple Tree Square where they wit- 
nessed a crowd of about 1500 peopke, 
in what could have been called, in any 


other city, a street dance, Mr. and 
Mrs. Carrell then went to an Antique 
Shop on Columbia and Powell. They 


soon became witnesses to what Mrs. 
Carrell described as " the most horri- 
fying experience of my life ". From 
the shop they saw police attack one 
young man, who wouldn't move fast 
enough for them and as they beat him 
to the ground he lost both his glasses 
and wallet which Mrs. Carrell later 
recovered. 
she said, "but I wish now I had." 

Shan Williams - St. Thomas, Ontario. 

Mr. Williams stated that he . was 
walking alone along Hamilton Street 
when he was approached by one police- 
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the in-. 


said that as he 


They decided to see what 


"I couldn't bear to watch!" | 





man and told to move in the other di- 
rection only to be told by the same 
policeman to start running. When he 
refused to run and continued walking 
the pig ordered 4 other pigs to "get 
that man". Mr. Williams said that 4 
police jumped him and beat him to the 
ground, breaking his arm, fracturing 
his wrist and breaking open his fore- 
head in two places. He was then taken 
to pig headquarters, booked and thrown 
into a cell. He was refused a phone 
call, lawyer and medical care. This 
was at midnight and it wasn't until 
3:00 a.m. that a nurse looked at his 
arm and recommended that he be taken 
to the hospital. It wasn't until 9:00 
a.m. that he was released from jail 
without being charged and made it on 
his own to the hospital. At the 
hospital he was treated and a cast put 
on his arm. However, they told him 
the wrist break was severe and might 
have to be fused at a later date. Mr. 
Williams stated that he couldn't get 
any pigs' names or badge number as all 
the police in the riot had taken off 
their numbers so as not to be identi- 
fied. 

Charles Traynor - Manager of Tin Ear 
Record Store. 

Mr. Traynor's 
that of others. 


story was similar to 
He witnessed count- 
less police attacks on innocent by- 
standers. He said he saw two.girls 
running towards his store - one girl 
had her head cracked open and the 
other had had all_her teeth smashed by 
the pigs. He ran out and helped=the 
two girls into his store. He returned 
to the doorway and later was grabbed 
by the police; beaten and thrown into 
a paddy wagon. He said he was in the 
paddy wagon with a young girl who had 
been pushing a wheel chair until she 



























too was, attacked, beateh«and arrested: eh 
Mr., Traygor recor Stores to - = 








ntion here but ended up 

his account with a statement which was 
met by applause from all - " Every cop 
that was in the streets must be in- 
carcerated and charged in civil court. 
This kind of fascism cannot exist in 
Vancouver - we must do something about 
TE" 
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4 Police Riot of Saturday, August 
7th in Gastown shows Clearly that the 
police in Vancouver ‘are nothing more 
than political instruments in the 
hands of a right wing mayor and his 
corporate backers, who are trying to 
create a climate of anti - youth, and 
anti - unemployed hysteria to further 
their own ends: (At least 6,000 votes 
ae Be 
have been building up for this. At 
the U.C.W.I.C. demonstration last week 
hey did their best to provoke the 
people into attacking them by assault- 
ing several people who were peacefully 
leaving City Hall. 

They have also been carrying out 
"Operation Dustpan'"', another of Camp- 
bell's hysterical anti-youth campaigns 
under the guise of a "drug clean- 
up " while the Mafia-backed lethal 
trade in heroin goes its merry way. 


The 
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This operation has been characterized 


tide with a campaign against the ille 
gal activities of the pigs. The 
PARTISAN PARTY is organizing a Peoples 
Patrol which will cover as many of 
Vancouver's ". trouble ' ( read poor o 
‘youth inhabited ) areas as we can. We 
intend to lay charges against the po- 
lice who carry out the illegal sear - 


by illegal searches, brutal beatings 
and a complete disregard for the 
rights of the people. 

But the times are changing! After 
Saturday night it is obvious to more 
people than ever before that we can no 
longer allow the police to be used as 
the private Gestapo of the corrupt ches, questionings and beatings. : 
corporate businessmen and politicians All people in the community, 

Poeconeroltnis cOuntry. is ai : BSA 

We demand that all police training 
procedures, expenditures, and policies 
should be made public immediately so 
the people know exactly what their 
"servants" are up to. | 

We also demand that the police be 
brought under the direct control of 
the people. We want a ward systen, 
with the people of each ward (communi- 
ty) to control the activities of the 
police in that ward. 


Right now, we can begin to turn.the 


unem —- 


<> pene ea -a 
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a stake in this because 

violence of the police, and the entire 
power structure is’ directed against 
all of us. We are all in the same 
Situation, and the sooner we start to 
unite against the common enemy, the 
soonér we will win our fight for jus- 
tice and freedom for all oppressed and 
exploited people. 
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WE CAN USE THE LAW TOO 
JOIN THE PEOPLE'S PATROL -— 874-6022 
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An Open Letter 


TO 


John Fisk 








John Fisk 
Chief of Police 
Vancouver, B.C. 


The night of August 7, 1971, was a- 
“nother example of the violence “used by 
the police against any sign of discon- 
tent in the community. It was an in- 
_discriminate and unnecessary violence. 
The usual excuses of "protecting pro- 
perty" don't stand, as there was no 
property damage before the police at- 
tack. ‘The police not only " did their 
duty " to safeguard the community by 
attacking a peaceful crowd, but in ma- 
ny cases clubbed and beat citizens who 


weren't even in the demonstration, who 


were just walking down the street as 
far as six blocks away. 

The police are a violent. institution 
snot directly answerable to the people, 
for any of their actions. They are 
directly under the control of their 
Superior officers and the mayor. Thein 
officers, themselves, are part ofsa 


continent wide network of police gen- 


erals sharing theory, strategy and 
tactics. The recent meeting of police 
chiefs. in North Vancouver for example, 
resulted in consistent right-wing sta- 
tements on youth made by. Attorney Gen- 
eral Peterson, yourself and others in 
attendance. | = 

The police serve the interests of 
those in power. Campbell owes his el- 
ection to the fear created in a mis- 
informed public by police activities 
last year. The police presence in 
Gastown is directly the result of sim- 
ilar ambitions by Campbell this year. 
You, Mr. Fisk, seem to be more than 
happy to fulfill his wishes. His sta- 


~l 


tements on youth and yours co-incide 


remarkably. ‘You see unemployment as a 


threat to the security of the state-so 
~»does he. You feel east end com 





MMU nit 
are full of criminals; Campbell feels 
they are full of non- -entities who do 
not deserve to be consulted on any 


city changes whatsoever. Your common 


agreement is on the righteousness of 
dishonesty, repression, arrogance and 
violence. + | | 

The Partisan Party would like to re- 


‘mind both you and Campbell of the laws 


you are supposed to uphold. We remind 
you of the power of the people you are 
Supposed to serve. The people will 
uphold the laws in the face of your 
violations of them. : 


* Obstruction, for example, is when 


someone actually and willfully creates 
a condition within which someone with 
lawful authority is prevented from do- 
ing their duty. It is not obstruction 
to be standing in the way of politi- 
cians and police working together to 
try and create fascist political con- 
ditions in this city. It is not ob- 
struction to resist someone who acts 
outside the bounds of legality. 
Assault is the use of physical force 
to commit an unlawful act. The police 
are trained and armed as an assault 
force. Self-defense is not assault 


Riot sticks were weapons of assault on 


August 7th. So were horses, helmets, 
motor-cycles, police cars and vans. 
Some rocks and bottles were weapons of 
self-defense. | | 

The people are tired of being hatas- 
sed, beaten and then charged with cri- 
minal offenses while the real crooks 
walk free, protected as if by magic. 
They are tired of your interpretation 
of the law as anything that serves to 


-increase the power of the police and 


politicians like Campbell. Under sec- 


ties E 
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tion. 34 of the Criminal Code, the peo- — 
ple have a right to defend themselves 
against you when they are unlawfully 
assaulted and fear serious injury, by 
any means necessary. 

Under Section 110 ae the Criminal 
Code, anyone with lawful authority 
Must remain legal while he is execu- 
ting his duty. Otherwise he is liable 
to two years imprisonment. You cannot 
be charged with obstruction or assault 
if you are defending yourself against 
such a person - or such a group. The 
right to self - defense is a people's 
right that takes precedence over all 
your interpretations of the law. 
= The Partisan Party intends to defend 
itself and support anyone~ else who 
does so against your illegal acts. 
The first line of defense is to know 


our rights ané@’not accept your defini- 


tions. The second is to demand them 
and not accept your systematic denial 
of them. The third is to enforce our 


rights when you refuse: to allow them 
to us. l 
The indiscriminate, institutional, 
‘violence of the police must stop. The 
organized power of the people is the 
solution. You, Mr. Fisk, are part of 
the problem. Neither you nor Campbell 
nor any other pig has the right to de- 
cide whether you have acted lawfully 
or not. This decision will be made 
first on the streets of our, commu- | 


nities. 


‘The Partisan Party 
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